148                 VERY MUCH DISAPPOINTED.

of the beaters in a most dejected state to say that
the animal was not in the beat, his (Kishtia's)
theory being that the noise made by the branches
scraping against the howdahs had frightened the
beast away. We had another beat with no better
result, and returned to cainp at four o'clock very
much disappointed. We amused ourselves till
dark shooting green pigeons.

One hears a great deal in India about the
ravages of snakes, and with good reason too when
it is considered that their bites cause the deaths,
on an average, of ah'out twenty thousand people

yearly.  The Government pay a very good reward
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for any cobras, kgrites, or other venomous snakes

that are, killed; but the Hindoos are by .their
religion so averse from taking life, that'they will
generally merely step out of the way of one of
these deadly creatures, instead of killing it, so
that the number of snakes in India increases
rather than diminishes. Although I lived in dis-
tricts where they abound, and where I heard of
them almost daily, I must confess I saw but few-